


































































































































No .............. ... .. ..... ... .. . 

• (!Cftp of 

In the Year Two Thousand 

AN ORDINANCE 

AMENDING THE CODE OF THE CITY OF PITTSFIELD CHAPTER 2, ARTICLE 
XXXIX ESTABLISHING THE HOMELESS ADVISORY COMMITTEE 

Be it ordained by the City Council of the City of Pittsfield, as follows: 

There is hereby established and constituted a committee on homelessness in the City of Pittsfield 
to be called the "Homeless Advisory Committee", hereinafter referred to as the "Committee". 
Order No. 103 of2018 establishing the Homeless Prevention Committee is hereby rescinded. 

Sec. 2-205 General Purpose 
The purpose of the Committee shall be to advise the Mayor and City Council on issues of 
homelessness in the City of Pittsfield with efforts focusing on advocacy and public education. This 
committee shall work with community leaders, city residents and service providers to understand 
the needs of those who are homeless or at risk of becoming homeless, explore in collaboration 
with the city, community leaders, city residents and service providers ways to address these needs, 
and recommend actions the City may wish to take to address identified needs. The work of the 
Committee shall be done in a manner that ensures all are treated with dignity and respect and in 
compliance with the City's policy. The Committee shall be a multi-member body as defined in 
Article 10, Section 10-6 of the City Charter. 

Sec. 2-206 Composition and appointment 
The Committee shall consist of 15 Members appointed pursuant to the City Charter and shall 
include at least one representative from each of the following groups: 

1. Pittsfield Public Schools 
2. Emergency Medical Professional 
3. Mental health Agencies 
4. Non-profit social services agencies 
5. Pittsfield Housing Authority representative 
6. Elder Service Agencies 
7. Veteran services agencies 
8. Pittsfield Police Department 
9. Pittsfield City Council 
10. Pittsfield Community Development Department 
II. Current or Former Homeless person 

The Mayor shall appoint all of the members to the Committee subject to City Council approval. 
The Mayor, in making said appointments shall select such members from a pool of potential 
candidates as may be developed by the Mayor's office and which may contain the names of 
additional candidates which may be submitted from time to time by the Conm1ittee by its vote. In 
accordance with the procedures as set forth in the City Charter under the procedures governing multi­
member bodies, the members of the Committee shall elect from its membership a chairperson, vice 
chairperson, a secretary and any other officers that the membership deems necessary. An annual 
election of officers shall be held at the first meeting after adoption of this ordinance and 
appointment of at least eight members and in July each year thereafter. 

Approved as to Form and Legality, 

City Solicitor 
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In the Year Two Thousand 

AN ORDINANCE 

AMENDING THE CODE OF THE CITY OF PITTSFIELD CHAPTER 2, ARTICLE 
XXXIX ESTABLISHING THE HOMELESS ADVISORY COMMITTEE 

Be it ordained by the City Council of the City of Pittsfield, as follows: 

Sec. 2-207 Removal 
The Mayor shall have the authority, with the approval of the City Council, to discharge a 
Committee member for cause. Any Committee members absent for three consecutive meetings 
shall be automatically removed by the Mayor. 

Sec. 2-208 Terms of Members and Vacancies 
Each member shall serve a term for three years. However, the initial appointments shall consist 
of five members that will serve for one year, five members that will serve for two years, and five 
members that will serve for three years. In the event of a vacancy, the Mayor shall appoint a 
successor as soon as practicable, subject to city council approval, and said successor shall fulfill 
the unexpired term of the member whose seat was vacated. 

Sec. 2-209 Quorum 
The term quorum is defined by Article 10, Section 10-6(e) of the City Charter. 

Sec. 2-210 Meetings 
Meetings of the Committee shall be held quarterly or more frequently as needed. In accordance 
with Article 10, Section 10-6(b) of the City Charter, the Committee shall make rules governing its 
meetings. 

Sec. 2-211 Records 
In accordance with Article 10, Section 10-6(c) of the City Charter, the Committee shall make rules 
governing its recordkeeping. 

Sec. 2-212 Powers and Duties 
The Committee will advocate for and provide general public education about the general issues of 
homelessness and the provision ofhomelessness services in the City. In connection with this duty, 
the Committee will: 

a) Review local, state and federal data regarding homelessness in Pittsfield and Berkshire 
County including but not limited to the number of homeless individuals in the city and 
county, shelter capacity, occupancy and conditions, the availability and need for non­
housing services; 

b) Identify the financial needs of those servicing this population as well as identify potential 
funding sources to meet needs; 

c) Identify model programs that may be applicable to meet needs in Pittsfield; 
d) Solicit views on homelessness services needs from citizens and groups concerned 

therewith, including, but not limited to, representatives of human service agencies, and 
shall provide opportunities for citizens and groups to present their views. Function as an 
advisory resource on homelessness services issues for the City government and as such 
shall not solicit or receive funding or grants; and 

e) File Annual report with the City Clerk, Mayor and City Council no later than September 
30th 0~~~s to Form and Legality, 

City Solicitor 
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To the City Council of the City of Pittsfield:-

Request a waiver of all building permit fees for: 
125 Madison Ave. 
127 Madison Ave. 
Pittsfield, MA 01201 

The undersigned respectfully 

Since 1992, Central Berkshire Habitat for Humanity has worked with low-to-moderate income 
families to build strength, stability, and self-reliance through homeownership. Habitat brings 
people together to build homes, communities, and hope. The importance ofhomeownership, 
health, and stability was spotlighted during the COVID19 pandemic. Now more than ever, 
homeownership is needed in our under-resourced communities where neighbors are struggling 
to afford housing costs while managing the demands of remote learning. 

We humbly request the waiver of all building permit fees for 125-127 Madison Ave., Pittsfield. 

Multiple Impacts: 
• Meeting the need: Pittsfield's consolidated plan has highlighted the need for more 

affordable housing; these town-homes will provide two 2-bedroom units of affordable 
homeownership. 

• Sustainable building: Habitat builds high efficiency, sustainable homes. 
• Workforce development: The Habitat Build & Repair Corps trains local residents of 

diverse backgrounds to be leaders in the residential construction trades and their 
communities. 

• Increased tax base: These 2 new units will add over $4,000 a year in new real estate taxes. 
• Habitat homeowners: Our partner families live and work locally and contribute $62,000 

in real estate taxes to the city each year. They increase residential stability in economically 
challenged neighborhoods through homeownership. 

Respectfully submitted, 

Carolyn V alii 
CEO 
Central Berkshire Habitat for Humanity 
314 Columbus Ave., Pittsfield MA 01201 
(413) 281-5051 
cvalli@berkshirehabitat.org 
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